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REF: (A) STATE 259531; (B) VALLETTA 1285 

1. UNDER INSTRUCTIONS EROM MINTOEE, FOREIGN SECRETARY 
ABELA TELEPHONED ME EVENING NOVEMBER 3 TO ASK WHY 
ASK ELLSWORTH'S VISIT TO MALTA HAD BEEN CANCELLED. 

HE DESCRIBED MINTOFE AS "UPSET" AND SAID HE HAD TAKEN 
THE NEWS "VERY HARSHLY." I ASKED IE ABELA HAD BEEN 
INEORMED OE ELLSWORTH'S RESPONSE TO THE PM (REP A). 
ABELA, WITH CONSIDERABLE EMBARRASSMENT, ADMITTED 
THAT MINTOEE HAD NOT SHOWN IT TO HIM. I THEN READ 

THE TEXT TO HIM, POINTING OUT THAT THE OPERABLE 
PHRASE APPEARED TO BE "INABLILITY TO WORK OUT 
SATISFACTORY TRAVEL ARRANGEMENTS." 

2. ABELA SAID MINTOEE HAD THE IMPRESSION THAT 
ABMASSADOR VOLPE HAD MADE ALTERNATIVE TRAVEL 
ARRANGEMENTS POLLOWING MANZINI'S INTERVENTION. 

I EXPLAINED THAT THIS WAS NOT THE CASE, ALTHOUGH 
I WAS AWARE OP MANZINI'S TELEPHONE CALL TO 
AMBASSADOR VOLPE ON THIS SUBJECT. ABELA SAID HE 
REGRETTED THAT SUCH A "SMALL THING" AS TRAVEL 
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BETWEEN US. 

3. I NOTED THAT MR. ELLSWORTH'S WILLINGNESS TO 
MAKE THE TRIP, DESPITE THE PRIME MINISTER'S 
REFUSAL TO DISCUSS SIXTH ELEET CALLS, INDICATED 
OUR OWN GOOD EAITH AND STRONG DESIRE EOR THE 
CONTINUANCE OE GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN OUR GOVERN- 
MENTS. ON THE OTHER HAND, IN LIGHT OE ELLSWORTH'S 
POSITION IN DOD AND THE EACT THAT MINTOEE HAD 
INVITED HIM TO VISIT MALTA, WE DID NOT THINK IT 

AT ALL UNREASONABLE TO EXPECT HIM TO COME HERE 
AS HE NORMALLY WOULD-ON A U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAET. 
ALTHOUGH I DID NOT HAVE A FULL REPORT ON ALL THE 
EACTORS THAT WASHINGTON CONSIDERED IN REACHING 
ITS DECISION, I ASSUMED THAT MINTOEF'S REFUSAL 
TO PERMIT ELLSWORTH TO COME HERE IN A U.S. 

MILITARY AIRCRAET HAD NOT GONE DOWN TERRIBLY 
WELL THERE. 

4. ABELA, OBVIOUSLY DISTRESSED (AND UNDOUBTEDLY 
AWARE THAT ATTARD KINGSWELL AND OTHERS HAD STRONGLY 
URGED MINTOEE NOT TO MAKE AN ISSUE OE THE MILITARY 
AIRCRAET- VALLETTA 1282), SIGHED HEAVILY AND 
REPEATED HIS EARLIER STATEMENT THAT MINTOFE HAD 
REACTED "HARSHLY " TO THIS DEVELOPMENT AND WAS 

VERY UNHAPPY. I REMINDED ABELA THAT SOME OEEICIALS 
IN WASHINGTON WERE PROBABLY ALSO UNHAPPY ABOUT 
MINTOEE'S DECISION. I THEN EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT 
WE COULD WORK TOGETHER TO KEEP MATTERS IN PERSPECTIVE 
AND AVOID ANY EURTHER FALLOUT. ABELA AGREED BUT SAID 
"IT WILL TAKE SOME DOING." 

5. COMMENT: WE SHALL CLEARLY HEAR MORE ABOUT THIS. 
MINTOEE MAY WELL LASH BACK IN ANGER SOMEHOW, OR HE 
MAY SIMPLY ASK US TO RECONSIDER-EITHER VIA A DIRECT 
PERSONAL APPEAL TO ELLSWORTH OR VIA MANZINI AGAIN 
AS AN INTERMEDIARY. SINCE MANZINI WAS STILL HERE 
WHEN MINTOFE RECEIVED WORD OE THE CANCELLATION, 

IT MAY WELL BE THE LATTER. SMITH 
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